
 

 

Rediscover Peterhead Ltd., Annual General Meeting, Palace 

Hotel, Peterhead on 27 February 2020 

Attendance: 

Members: 

John Pascoe (Chair Rediscover Peterhead), Gilbert Burnett, Steven Donald, George Donald, 

Wayne Parsons, Stephen Webster, Iain Sutherland, Kenneth Watt, Sandy Murray, Bob Antczak, 

Fred Bowden, Robert Emslie, David McCubbin, Arran Marshal, Amanda Roe. 

In attendance: 

Geoff Cooper (Project Manager CCTV), Gerry Ferris (Police Scotland), Leslie Forsyth (Manager 

Rediscover Peterhead) 

1. Welcome and Apologies: 

John Pascoe welcomed levy payers and guests to the meeting.  Apologies had been 

received from Sheila Allan, John Morgan, Allan Barclay, Heather Niven, Jennifer 

Fowlie, Ian Devenish, Brian Donn, Stefanie Carnaby, Jim Thomson, Andy Johnston, 

TUI, Jane Dickers, Alan Macdonald, Samuel Mossop, Belinda Burnstone, David 

Anderson, Helen Gordon, and Jenny Oates. 

2. Minutes of the Previous Annual General Meeting 8 November 2018: Accepted 

with no amendments. 

 

3. Matters arising from the minutes: None. 

 

4. Directors Report: John Pascoe summarised business activity in 2019, focusing on 

people, projects, and finance. 

 

Invest in Peterhead was an exciting project with the potential to attract new 

businesses into Peterhead town centre, and the wider economy.  The initial focus 

would be on marketing existing empty properties.  The project was a good example of 

partners working together across the private and public sectors. 

 

The 2019 Seafood Festival had been very successful, in spite of high winds and rain.  

Around 6500 people had attended on the day.  Had the weather been better, the 

turnout would have been even higher.  The festival has already established itself as 

an important part of the Peterhead brand. 

 

The board had been pleased to support Light Up with a substantial grant towards new 

lights and looked forward to a continuing partnership with the organisation. 

 

The board had also been pleased, in August, to recruit Leslie Forsyth as the new 

manager. 

 

Geoff Cooper, the CCTV Project Manager, updated the meeting on progress.  This 

excellent project was developed in response to public demand.  It is comprehensive 



in its coverage of the town centre, and should be operational in a few weeks, 

depending on final fitout and police training.  The project is presently on time and on 

budget. 

 

On the accounts, Mr Pascoe noted that, in addition to working prudently within the 

overall financial framework, the board had been able double the overall levy payment 

by leveraging in external funding.  This was a major achievement and evidence of the 

added value of Rediscover Peterhead Ltd. 

 

Leslie Forsyth, Rediscover Peterhead Manager, outlined the workplan for 2020.  He 

looked forward to building on the success of 2019.  Established projects like gull 

control and street cleaning would continue.  Invest in Peterhead would develop into 

an important aspect of Rediscover Peterhead’s work.  The window decals project 

would bring colour to the town centre, and the company would be looking to organise 

a wider range of events, although the Seafood Festival would still be the jewel in the 

crown.  The arrival of the new Arc Cinema offered some exciting opportunities for 

collaboration to increase footfall, as well as be a magnet for further inward 

investment. 

 

The report and accounts were adopted by the meeting without dissent.  Both can be 

found here Downloads (rediscoverpeterhead.co.uk). 

 

5. Other Matters: In a wide-ranging discussion, particular concern was raised in relation 

to parking and traffic access to the town centre.  The decision to remove the free 

parking facility by Aberdeenshire Council was identified as a significant challenge for 

town centre businesses.  It was seen as a ‘one size fits all’ decision by the council 

that was harmful to Peterhead.  It was agreed that Rediscover Peterhead and local 

businesses should continue to lobby on this issue. 

 

6. John Pascoe thanked members and visitors for attending and closed the formal part 

of the meeting. 

https://www.rediscoverpeterhead.co.uk/downloads

